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SUBJECT: PONOMAREV MEETS WITH ALGERIANS 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 2731 

1 . SUMMARY: WEEKEND CENTRAL PRESS CONTINUES TO REAFFIRM MOSCOW'S 
TILT TOWARD ALGIERS IN THE SAHARA DISPUTE. PRESS ALSO REPORTS 
THAT PONOMAREV MET WITH THE ALGERIAN DELEGATION IN TOWN FOR THE 
PARTY CONGRESS, BUT THE REPORT REVEALS LITTLE OF SUBSTANCEE 
OTHER THAN THAT THE DISCUSSIONS ALLEGEDLY FOCUSED ON BILATERAL 
MATTERS. END SUMMMARY 

2. PRAVDA MARCH 6 CARRIES A TWO-SENTENCE REPORT DATELINED 
ALGIERS THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SAHARAN ARAB DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC HAS BEEN FORMED WITH MOHAMMED AMIN LAMIN AHMED AS THE 
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VERY BRIEF TASS REPORTS THAT ALGIERS HAS RECONGNIZED THE SADR, 

AND THAT MOROCCO HAS BROKEN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ALGERIA. 
LOCAL RADIO ALSO ANNOUNCED FORMATION OF SADR. 

3. PRAVDA MARCH 8 CARRIES A LONGER REPORT THAT POLITBURO CANDIDATE 
MEMBER PONOMAREV AND DEPUATY DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE'S 
INTERNATIONAL SECTION V.P. RUMYANTSEV HELD DISCUSSION WITH 
MOHAMMED S. BEN YAHYA, HEAD OF THE ALGERIAN DELEGATION ATTENDING 
THE 25TH PARTY CONGRESS. THE PRAVDA ACCOUNT REVEALS LITTLE OF 

THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DISCUSSIONS, REPORTEDLY CONDUCTED IN A 
"FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE," BUT STRESSES THEIR ALLEGED FOCUS ON 
BILATERAL MATTERS. HOWEVER, THE SOVIETS DID NOTE "THE IMPORTANT 
POSITIVE ROLE OF ALGERIA IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA," ITS PARTICI- 
PARTION IN THE "NON ALIGNED MOVMEMENT, " AND ITS OPPOSITION TO 
"IMPERIALISM AND NEOCOLONIALISM." 

4. COMMENT: PONOMAREV'S DECISION TO SEE THE ALGERIANS 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE CRUSH OF THE THE PARTY CONGRESS COULD 
SUGGEST A HIGH LEVELOF ALGERIAN PRESSURE. BY KEEPING MEETING ON 
PARTY LEVEL, SOVIETS MAY WISH TO SHOW THAT THERE ARE LIMITS TO 
THEIR BASICALLY POSITIVE RESPONSE. 
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